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Approved by tshe Governor March 3, 7995

ht.roduced by Schrock, 38, coordsen, 32; Dicrks, {0, Elmer, 4{; Engel, 17;
Hudkins, 21, Jone8, 43, Prelgter, 5, schmitst, {1; stuhr, 24;
wickershm, a9; Hilgert, 7, wehrbcin, 2; Broing, 3

AN AcT relating to optometry, to ilend aectlons 71-1,133 tso 71-1,135'04 and
?1-1,135.06, RelsEue Revised statuLcc of Ncbraska; tso rcdcfinc thc
practice of opEonetry, Lo chuge exaniuaEion requirasEs; co
iedef ine phamceuuical aEsLa; Lo provide f,or educatioa regarding
glaucoma, to chanEe provisiona relating to educational requiraenEs'
!o provide requlraenta for chc atudard of carc for chc treatmcnt
of qlaucoma, to hamonize E,roviaiona; to provi.de Eeverability, and
to repeal the original Bectio4a.

Be lt enacted by tshe people of Ehe staEe of Nebra8ka,

SecElon 1. SecElon 7L-L,L33i Reisaue Reviaed Statsutea of Nebraaka'
16 iladed tso read:

?1-1,133. For purposes of the Unifom Licensing Law, Lhe pracElce
of optomeEry +r eeFi+eal s beiigl Bgglg one or a cornbilabion of the followlnq,
wlthout lhe use of aurgtery:(1) The exuination of che lrman eye to diagnose, t,reat, or refer
for consulEation or Ereatment any abnomal condiElon of Ehe huan eyer--gg!-lg!
adnexa, or vl,gual Evgls, G 'H+r

(, ) The ""ploF,enL of lnaLffienta , devices, phafficeutical agenia 'other lhan oral therapeutic aosta uaeA j.E the treatms! of qlaucoma'
J" inEended for ghe Purpose of

lnveetigiting,-exmlntng, atiagnosinq, greaEinq' meaoins' or correccing vl-sua1
defecEs or abnomal conditions of Ehe huan eye. ocular adrexa' or visual
EYEICE G *id or f,or lhe rsoval of superfici.at eyelid, c?njucLlval'. and
E6mEif foreign bodleB and Lhe orderinq of procedure' ild'laboraEory testa
raEional !o the dia*o"is of rcndiEioat or diaaaeee af the hwa eve, ocular
adnexa, or viBual avslen; or

(3) The procribing and appLicabion of lenses, dcvicea conEainlng
1en6e6, priSms, cont,act lenses, oDhLhalmic device8 excluding laser surgery'
orthoptiis, vision trainlng, phamaceucical agenls, and prosthelic devicea to
co..elt, relieve, or treat defects or abnomal conditiona of the huan eyea
ocular adncxa, or visual ayats.
infaatilc/ffi*" the condition i" pres"nt at birth.
ff a*&- gec. 2. Sectlon 7!'L,L34, Rel6sue Revi6ed StatuteE of, Ncbraska' iB
ilended Eo read:

7L-L,L34. sections 7L-L,133 to +l-H6 ?1-1,136'09 shall noc be
conEtrued Lo (1) include merchanls or dealera who seIl gla66es as merctrandise
in an esEabliEhed place of busineas or uho 5e11 contacc lenBcs from a
preEcription for conEacE lenEes sitten by a optometrists or a per6on licensed
co p.atti". medicine and surgery and wtro do not profess co bc optomct'rists or
pr""lic" oplomeEry as defined in section ?1-1,1332 or (2) reslricE, expand' or-ouheryise itter p+acei.c G rett the scope of Dractice govcrned by othcr
statuEeE.

Sec. 3. section ?1-1,135, Reissue Revised Stabutea of Nebraska' lB
ilended to read:

71-1,135. Every appl icmt for a llcenae to pracLice optomcEry
ahallr (1) Presenc proof that he or ahe
or college of, optometryi and (2) paaa an

is a graduate
smination ,approved

of an accredited school
by the Board of

Examiners in Optometry. Af Ler AugusL 25, 1989, #lt the examination shal 1

cover all subject
Bection 71-1,133
opcomeLry school

natEer included in the practice of optomelry as defined in
for applicanta who
afEer such date.

have graduated from an accredlged

date.
Sec, 4. Section 71-1,135.01, Reissue Revised Statutea of Nebraska'

is amended Eo read:
71-1,135.01. For purposes of che Unifom Licensing Law' unleas the

contex! ocheryise requirea:
(1) PhamaceuElcal agents, for diaqnoalic purposes, *a++ ffi E!!:g!g

anesthetics, cycloplegica, and rydriatics; and
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(2) phamaeeutlcal agents, for therapeutic purposes, slral+ ffimeans ropicar ophthalmic phamaceuricar .qenis wnicir ireii "vl--II!""".",infection. inflmacion, and superficlal ibraslons, or oral analgeaics,includlng orar analgesics enmeraLed in schedur.es rrr and rv of Eection 28-{05necessary to treaC condicions of_tshe aye, ocular adtexa, or .oa "i"..i--"y"rm,or oral phamaceut.icar agenra for eh. I*GEiE "t"@e=g! r.rectio.s otthe. eye, ocul,+r_adnexa, 9r lig visuaL sysEem, or oral anti_inflamatory agenlst.o treaL conditions of the eye, ocular idnexa. or €ad vi.ua' system- eictudingsteroids and imunosuppressire ilEiIEl...--.......-..-
Sec. 5. Sectlon 71-1,13S.02, Rei6sue Revj.sed Statutes of Nebraska,i6 amended to read:
7l-L,L35.02. (].) No optonetris! lj.censed in this stat.e, excepr anoptometriat who has been certified by the departnent prior to Apri1 30, J,987,or by another state wtth substanetaity equivalent re-quiisents forcertification as deremined by bhe departm;;a ;p"" recomendation of the Boardof Examiners in Opt.ometry to.use copical oculir phamaceuLical ug.nt" f,ordlagnogtic purposes prior to Apr-ir so,- i9Bz, shalr use t.opical ocularphamaceut.icaL ageDts for diaqnostic pr.po"." auttrorizea uder subdiviEion (2)of geceion ?1-1,133 unless such pe."on tl) aubmit.E to the Board of Exuiner8itr Optomet.ry the fee of not. Less Lhan tventy aoL:.ars.nor more than one hundreddo11ar6 aa det.emined by the d.epartm..t .pi. ihe recomendation of the board,together with evidence of satisfactory co.pletion of a phamacoloqy 

";.r"" atan insticution accredlt.ed by a- regional or professional accreditingorganization which is recognlzed uy tire unitea stat.es DepartmenE of Educationand approved by tshe Departnent of Health ud HMan S!ryices Regulation andlicensure, (b) passes an eiminat.ion approved by the departmenL, and (c) hasbeen. certified by rhe departhent upon the-recomendation of the Board ofExminera in optomelry as qualified to us. topical ocutar pnimu""rti.uragientE for diagmoEtlc purpoaes. ?he department nay approve for certificationpurauanL Lo aubdlvision (1) (a) of this section a phimicology course if sucttcourge includea !

1i) A study of-ocular anesthetica, mydriat.ics, cycloplegics, ocuLartoxlcity of phamaceutlcal agente, ocular ailergics or oiutai -;;;;;"; 
aDdphamacologic effects of ocuiar drug aubstaces;(ii) The conaldcration of thc mechanj.am of action of ancsthetj.cs.cyclopregics, and mydriatics in hman beings and lhe uses of such substancesin the diagrosia of occurring ocular aieoriers;(iii) At least. one hundred hours of, claE6room education, clinicaltralni,ng, and exmination; and(1v) The correlation of the u!j,lizat.ion of Dhamaceutical agenta andoptical lnatrmentatj,on and proqedurea.

The deDartnent may aDprove for certification pursuan! to subdivision(1) (b) of thl8 aection an exml,nacion if such *mi.nation is:(A) Based upon the conpetencies taught in a phamacologry course, and(B) Adninj.srered by an inatitution accrediled lV a--regiorif orDrofessionar accrediting organization which is recognized bv Lhe uni[,ed s'atesDeparCment of, Educa!1on and approved by the DepartmcnL of Health and }IwanServices Regulatlon and Licensure.(2) No optonetrist licensed in this state on or after April 30,1987, .shal1 use topical ocular.phamaceutical iqents tor therapeutic purpoEesauthorizcd uder subdivision (3) of scction 7t_tlt:3 unless su-ch per-son (a)submlts to lhe Board of Exeiners in optomet.ry ine ree of noL less ihan twenrydollars Bor more than one hundred doltirE aE ieieminea by the departmcnt uponthe recomsdatlon of the board, togethe; ,i.tt .ria*". of- eatisiictorycompletioD of a ninimm of one hundred. hours since ,January l, 19g4, of whichforty hours shalr be classroom education ""a "i*tv houri shall ue aulerviseaclinlcal.training aa it applias to opt.omc!ry with particuLar emphasis on thcexminat.ion, diagnosia, and treaGent oi the eye, ocular efid adnexa, andvlsual EvaLeh offered by a schoot or college appioved by Uhe deparc.enc, -iEipassea an exaination approved by fhe departnent, (c) has been certified bythe departmenL upon the recomendation of the Board of Examlnera in Opt.omeEryto uge lopicaL ocular pharmaceutical agentg for therapeutlc prrpo".".-"ra talhas bes cert.ifled by Lhe department upJn uhe recomendation of the Board ofExaminers In Opcometry t.o use topi-cal ocular phamaceutj.cal agents fordLagnost.lc purposes. The_ departnenL i.y app.or" far certificaLio, pri"r"ot tosubdivision (2) (a) of this section a Lirerapeutic course or courses oiinetruction, from an lnstiEution accrediteJ by a regional or professionalaccrediting organization which is reiognized by the unit;d sEates Departnentof Education, that have been completed after;anuary 1, 1984. Such course orcourses shall include, but no! be linited to:(i).Revlew cf general phamacology and therapeusis;(ii) Review of. ocular therapeutic phamacoloqry;
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(iii) DiagnosiE ud trealment of diseaseE of the l+d7 tre+*ia+
€r€+*r €rtEt+vt,- €€f-!ar ard €|}f€e+s eve' ocular adnexa. and vlaual
g.r!!s4,

(1v) DiagEosis of comeal diseaae and traua including comaal
foreign bodiea,(v) Diagnosls and BreaEment of aneerior seqment, eye dlaeaae8i

(vl) clLnical procedure6 related to hhe dlagmosia and t,reatmenL of
the eyej__ggglg! ane adnexaj_-4S1-l4teg41--EIgE@,

(vii) ocular mlfestaElons of aystmlc dieeaaei
(vill) Revlew of systemlc disease sfmdromcai
(ix) ocular lherapy including manags$E of acute

mergencles i md(x) conaultation crllerla in ocular dlEease and trawa.
6ystsic

optomeerv.

,135.03, Reissue Statutes of Nebraska
1s ilended !o read:

71-1,135.03. .j!l No course or courEea in phamacology 6ha11 be
approved by the departm$t upon the recomenalacion of the Board of ExilinerE
iir-Optometry unlesa taughb by an in.titution which is accrediEed by a regional
or piofessional accrediring organizaEion which iB recognized by Ehe Uniced
Scatea Department of Education and the tranEqript credit for uhe course or
courseE ls certified to lhe board by the insticulion'

Rewiged statutes of Nebragka,

pharmaceutical agents for examination or EreaEment

If any s in tshis acE or atrY Part of any section 18
1 noE affect lhedeclared or uncongtitu!ionaI, Lhe declaraEion ahal

validity or conatiluEionality of the rmainlng portiona
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sec. 7. secbion 71-1,135.04
is amended Eo read:

?1-1,135.04. In Lasuing a lj-cense e+ 9E renewal, Ehe boartt Board of
E:xminera in optometrv 'sha1l state whether auch peraon licensed in the
p.".Ltc-f "pt"meEry has been cereified to uae phamaceutical aqats purauant
Eo seclion 71-1,135.02 and Ehall detemine a approPriate meana to further
identify those persons sho are certified in che dlagnoatic use of such age[ts
aE provided in subdivision (2) of aection 7L-L.f* or Lherapeulic uae of such
agents as provided in gubdivislon (2) or (3) of Eection 71-1.133.

sec. 8. section 71-1,135.05, Reissue Revised statsutes of Nebraska'
iE mended to read:

71-1,135.06' .llilL A licensed opLometrist who adminisEera or
preEcribes phamaceutical agenes for qilinabion or for treatnent shall
lrovide the eile sEandard of care Lo patienta aB that provided by a phygician
licensed in this stsage to pracUice medicine and Burgery utilizing the see
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Sec. 10. OriginaL aeccionE z1_1.,133 to ?1-1,13S.0{ and 71-1,13S.08,Relssue Revlsed Statutes of Nebraska, are repealed.
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